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Church were in two minds on the question of pilgrimage
Some advocated it as an aid to piety; others condemned it
dwelling on the sins of the cities through which the pilgrims
were obliged to pass. In 393 A.D. St. Jerome wrote to dissuade
a pilgrim, saying that " access to the courts of heaven is as
easy from Britain as fiom Jerusalem, for the kingdom of God
is within you."

Pilgrimage to Rome began as early as pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. All over the world Christians were aware that
the Church in Rome treasured intimate memories of St.
Peter and Si. Paul, which it prized above all its possessions.
There were secret meeting-places in Rome which were hallowed
by memories of the Apostles in times when the Church was
persecuted, and in the catacombs outside the city the Christians
of the First Century had a wonderful record of their earliest
history. Fully a century before St. Peter's was built, pilgrims
went to Rome to pi ay beside the Apostle's tomb, which was
to be found beside the road on the Vatican Mount, and beside
the tomb of St. Paul on the Ostian Way. The great churches
which now stand in these two places are like an answer io
their prayers; for Christians had knelt there in times when
there was no vault above them but that of the open sky.

It was often dangerous to be found at the tomb of St. Peter.
The Acts of St. Sebastian mention that St. Zoe, surprised on
her knees at the tomb, was arrested and led away to martyr-
dom. Nevertheless, even at this remote period, when the
Church was living furtively in the catacombs, pilgrims caiue
secretly to Rome to pray with the faithful and to draw
strength from the corporate memory of the Church. St.
Paternus was there in 252 A.D. ; St. Marcius travelled from
Persia with his wife and sons in 269 A.D. ; and St. Maurus
came from Africa in 284 A.D.

There was no St. Peter's and no St. Paul's, no St. John
Lateran, and no Vatican. What, then, did these pilgrims
see? They saw the tombs of the two Apostles, and certainly
the catacomb of St. Callixtus, in which Christians at that time
prayed and celebrated the Mass, and no doubt they saw also
the buildings which became the churches of St. Pudenziana,
St. Clement, and St. Prisca. All these places are to be seen
to-day. They have been handed down from Christians of the